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Greetings Lions!

Welcome to the 2009-2010 Lions Year. It was a true honor and privilege for me to accept the position of District Governor of District 23C at the 92nd Lions International Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota on July 10, 2009. International President Eberhard Wirfs, from Germany, has inspired us to “Move to Grow” this year, and grow we will! I see our district welcoming new members and new clubs. I see fewer Lions leaving and future leaders emerging. 

I want to thank Immediate Past District Governor, Council Chairman Armand LaFleur for his dedication and service to our district. Our district shined brightly last year because of his leadership and his spirit of lionism. Last year, the lions of District 23C raised over $266,000, volunteered over 17,914 hours, and served an estimated 14,631 people in our communities. We served and we served big.  I want to also thank IPDGCC Armand’s wife, Lion Denise, for her service last year. Our district is stronger and healthier because of both Lion Armand and Lion Denise.
I have set my goals high for the coming year. I have suggested our year will be much like a roller coaster ride. There will be some ups and downs, some unexpected twists and turns. We are all on this ride together, on the same track, heading in the same direction. Let’s have some fun and enjoy the ride!
We will continue to support our district and state projects which include CLERF, LCIF, CRIS, Diabetes, Fidelco, Hearing and Speech, LEHP, and Camp Rising Sun. Our district project, the Lions Low Vision Center of Eastern Connecticut, has become successful beyond our expectations. We must continue to support this project which directly helps those in our communities. We will continue to encourage and support our Leos. Leo clubs are stronger than ever and continue to provide to our communities with us, side by side.

July has been a busy month meeting and planning with Region and Zone chairpersons, cabinet chairpersons, and the MERL team. Our Leadership team should be commended for their hard work in putting on great seminars which provided the resources our district needs to help our clubs thrive this year. Thank you Lions’ Frank Rowe, Eric Jacobson and Priscilla Lewis. We held our first cabinet meeting on August 3, 2009. Thank you Putnam Lions for hosting a great evening!  Congratulations to both 1st Vice District Governor Denise Dudek and 2nd Vice District Governor Ken Tucker, I look forward to serving with both you. 
Upcoming Events……..

Please plan on attending our District Rally on August 22, 2009. The rally will be held at the Lebanon Fair grounds from 9 AM to 11 AM. The rally is a great opportunity to be educated, to be inspired, and to be motivated. Keep your eyes open for more details. Don’t miss this!
Lions visit to Camp Rising Sun is Wednesday, August 26, 2009

New England Lions will gather at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, New Hampshire on Sunday, September 13, 2009. Our fallen lions will be honored and remembered at this very moving service. Please make every effort to attend.

The Veteran’s Stand Down will be September 18, 2009 in Rocky Hill. Cabinet Chairman Mike Lewis will be providing us with more information about this very valuable day as we provide services to our veterans.

The 33rd Annual USA/CANADA Lions Leadership Forum will be held in Memphis, Tennessee, September 24 – 26. The forum is one of the best experiences of being a Lion. The forum helps to develop leaders, motivate and educate attendees and provides an open exchange of ideas, programs and goals for lions.
Be sure to visit our district website at www.lionsdistrict23c.org for all of the latest news and information about our district. The district calendar will let you know what our lions are doing. Contact ITC Frank Rowe to post your own club’s events on the calendar. This site allows your club to submit both your monthly membership and activity reports. Real simple, real fast, and real easy!

A Lion Passed This Way

I met a man who could not see, but he smiled anyway.

When I asked him why, he said to me “A Lion passed this way.”

I met a girl who could not hear, but her eyes were bright and gay.

When I asked her why, she said to me “A Lion passed this way. “

I met some Lions with heavy hearts as thy bent their heads to pray.

When I asked them why, they said to me “A Lion passed on today.”

· Lion Alan Daninhirsch, PDG
We remember our fallen lions….

Lewis Gray – Canterbury Lions

Douglas Andrew – Colchester Lions

Frank Mott – East Hampton Lions

Charles Barrasso – Hebron Lions

Raymond Forest Hackett – Ledyard Lions 

Harold Zimmerman – Ledyard Lions

I look forward to visiting all your clubs and spending time with each and every one of you. I wish you all the best this year. We must continue to serve. We are Lions, it is what we do, and we do it well!

Yours in Lionism,

Lion Keith Lemire

District Governor 23C

Lionkeith23c@yahoo.com     860-448-0201 HOME   860-442-5663 WORK   860-514-2082 CELL
