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Greetings Lions!
Well, the safety bar has been lowered and we have pulled away from the platform, our roller coaster ride is well under way. I can already see us approaching the very top of that first big drop! The anticipation and the excitement for this year is building and growing, day by day.  The summer has been a busy and productive season. On the district level, we have held training seminars for our region chairmen, our zone chairmen, our cabinet members, and our MERL team.  Everyone on the cabinet has been charged with their responsibilities and they are ready to serve the district with enthusiasm and with a true Lion’s spirit. Our first cabinet meeting was held August 3, 2009, hosted by the great Lions of Putnam. Thank you Putnam Lions for your hospitality, the food was great! 
Did you hear there was a rally? Our ride was officially kicked off on August 22, 2009 at the Lebanon fair grounds. The district rally energized us, informed us, and provided us with a shot in the arm to start this Lion’s Year. Thank you to the Leadership committee and all of those who helped out to make this event a success. Thank you to everyone who attended, my hope was for you to leave with a revitalized spirit to serve. 

The Lions of the District have also been very busy this summer with fairs, chicken BBQs, horse shows, craft shows, and festivals. Many hands at work, working hard to make a difference in our communities and around the world.  I look forward to visiting each and every club of our district. This is a great time for us to enjoy fellowship and share our experiences with each other.
Upcoming Events……..

New England Lions will gather at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, New Hampshire on Sunday, September 13, 2009. Our fallen lions will be honored and remembered at this very moving service. Please make every effort to attend. Families of our fallen Lions have been invited to attend. If your club has recently lost a Lion, please make every effort to attend this service and offer to assist the families in attending. 
The Veteran’s Stand Down will be September 18, 2009 in Rocky Hill. Cabinet Chairman Mike Lewis will be providing us with more information about this very valuable day as we provide services to our veterans.

IT’S OFFICIAL!  Lions Club International will be providing an Extension workshop on Sunday, September 20, 2009 in Cromwell. The workshop will educate us on new club formation, new member recruitment, and train those interested in becoming Guiding Lions. Monday and Tuesday are “canvassing” days in which we search for potential new Lions. This is a great opportunity for clubs to grow and for our district to grow. We MUST continue to look for new opportunities to serve. More information will be coming, any questions regarding the workshop, please contact me directly.

The 33rd Annual USA/CANADA Lions Leadership Forum will be held in Memphis, Tennessee, September 24 – 26. The forum is one of the best experiences of being a Lion. The forum helps to develop leaders, motivate and educate attendees and provides an open exchange of ideas, programs and goals for lions.

Be sure to visit our district website at www.lionsdistrict23c.org for all of the latest news and information about our district. The district calendar will let you know what our lions are doing. Contact ITC Frank Rowe to post your own club’s events on the calendar. This site allows your club to submit both your monthly membership and activity reports. Real simple, real fast, and real easy!

GOVERNOR VISITATIONS

Cromwell September 2

Norwich September 8

Taftville September 10

Haddam September 16

Mystic September 17

Tolland September 21

Montville September 23

Any conflicts, please call me as soon as possible. 448-0201

WELCOME NEW LIONS !
Lions Gary Catucci and Rolland Jackson – East Hampton Lions

Lion Stanley Richards – Hebron Lions

Lion Stella Chabot – Lebanon Lions

Lions Dianna Dills, Michael Skelps and Louis Ouellette – Middlefield Lions

Lion Heather Harris – Taftville Lions
A Lion Passed This Way

I met a man who could not see, but he smiled anyway.

When I asked him why, he said to me “A Lion passed this way.”

I met a girl who could not hear, but her eyes were bright and gay.

When I asked her why, she said to me “A Lion passed this way. “

I met some Lions with heavy hearts as thy bent their heads to pray.

When I asked them why, they said to me “A Lion passed on today.”

· Lion Alan Daninhirsch, PDG
We remember our fallen lions….

Lion Goldie Conner- Norwich Lions
Lion Gino Origlia – Essex Lions

Lion Jack McKenna – East Hampton Lions

Lion Roy Rautio – Canterbury Lions

I look forward to visiting all our clubs and spending time with each and every one of you. I wish you all the best this year. We must continue to serve. We are Lions, it is what we do, and we do it well!

Yours in Lionism,

Lion Keith Lemire

District Governor 23C

Lionkeith23c@yahoo.com     860-448-0201 HOME   860-442-5663 WORK   860-514-2082 CELL
